         Nichole Fields
The process of scholarly inquiry taught me there are a lot of ethical factors that need to be considered when conducting research. First, one must notify the participants of their rights, including their right to drop out of the experiment at any time or refuse to undertake the study altogether. However, increased attrition during the study would affect the credibility and generalizability of the results; thus, creating a need to use a larger sample. I learned the study should always look to benefit the participant more than causing harm. The researchers need to put in place adequate steps to be followed when the study causes harm to the participants regardless of whether they are still in the program of having dropped out. Scholarly inquiry requires the researcher to make sure the internal and external validity of the research are satisfied. They need to create an inclusion and exclusion criteria for the articles they wish to study and use qualified search databases to collect them. Lastly, I learned that confidentiality, privacy, and anonymity of the researcher need to be upheld at any stage of the study to prevent further harm to participants. Either assigning numbers can maintain the anonymity of the participants to the participants instead of using their actual names or using group names in publication. Any personal information or information that defines the participants need to be omitted in the final publication to respect their privacy.
Skills
     The course has equipped me with critical thinking, independence, and problem-solving. Researchers need independence to be able to conduct their studies. In my doctoral research, I have had minimal supervision and have been relying on my time management skills to complete projects and steps of the research. The independence equipped me with critical thinking skills, which help me to evaluate my work and those of others, decide on the value of their data, and conclude them. The course has highlighted the major problematic areas for research and has equipped me with the right problem-solving skills to avoid them.
 
 

